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High school seniors Marcela Hernández, Jonas Lokensgard and Hannah Rosales
investigated the status of Mexican American Studies (MAS) in their community and how
to help it grow. They conducted a mixed-methods study, involving a student experience
survey and focus group interviews with teachers and community members.

Recognize MAS as a core history or social
studies credit for graduation.
Develop a standardized, comprehensive
MAS curriculum.
Promote MAS through peer recruitment at
the campus level. 
Support MAS teachers to do their job.
Establish partnerships with local
organizations.
Tell stories and best practices
demonstrated by successful MAS
programs in public forums.
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Student research team calls for expansion of Mexican American Studies.
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IDRA provided training on leading survey
research, developing research questions and
analyzing results, and IDRA staff served as
mentors throughout the year-long project.
This project was generously supported by
the National Center for Youth Law (NCYL).
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